Puanani Dela Cruz

Grade 12th

3/27/2015
Dear Commissioners,

My name is Puanani Dela Cruz and I'm a senior. This is my second year at Halau
Lokahi. I chose to come to this school because I was making the wrong choices at my old
school, Kaiser high school. I never understood the value of my Hawaiian culture until I
attended this school. This school has humbled and lifted me as a Hawaiian. I learned
about the different aspects of my culture from hula and oli, navigation skills, and our
history. Halau Lokahi has made a positive impact on my life as well as my high school
career. This school has helped me choose a major. This fall I will be attending Windward
Community college where I will begin my liberal arts degree and eventually transfer out
to University Manoa to major in Cultural Anthropology and Archeology.

This situation with our school has caused setbacks for me and my fellow
classmates. In the beginning I was unsure if I would stay here anymore because I did not
know if I was going to graduate. But I did not want to leave, I did not like the thought of
graduating from another school. I set my goals on ending my high school career here at
Halau Lokahi and I hope to finish my high school career here.

In January we started our online courses and I'm taking British and World
Literature. | have excelled in my writing skills and learned to be independent, self-
responsibly free, and a self-directed learner. [ have the support of both online teachers

and the teachers here at Halau Lokahi, which has been very helpful so I can always get



the help I need. The skills I have gained by taking online courses and through the
experiences I participated in about my Hawaiian culture are all preparing me for college.
I want the younger generations of Hawaiian students to learn what I learned and they

deserve an opportunity to come to Halau Lokahi. Please do not close this school!



From: Christian Tenguan < christiantenguan@gmail.com>

Date: March 29, 2015 at 21:13:06 HST

To: Joy Horcajo < thehorcajos@yahoo.com>, < joyhorcajo@altig.com>
Subject: Commission statement

Aloha All,

This is Christian, | spoke to you last summer asking you to keep this school
open for just 1 year to see how they progress, change, and grow. Many of
you appeared to support the schools mission and made a decision to keep
the school open for another year. You all made that decision with obvious
reservations about the financial past of the school. When you made that
decision to allow all of the students to enroll in the school you made a
commitment to see do what is best for the students. What will become of
the students who are preparing to go out into the workforce or college? |
will tell you something that will happen to students that will go to college
there applications will be scrutinized because they had to repeat a year of
high school. The workplace will look at students academic records because
they don't have any other experience to lean on. As you have seen from
this past year even with all the adversity that everyone is still here! We
need to close out this school year and move forward. We have removed
many of the things that the school has had problems with. | am optimistic
that with the proper readjustments that we can change the course of this
school and move forward to a brighter future. | will be back to see the
growth that this adversity will bring. Thanks for hearing my words. | hope
you are ready and able to see the bright and beautiful future that we will
build together.

Mahalo,

Christian Tenguan

Special Programs Clerk @ Buttte College's Sustainability Center
(808)888-9551



Testimony

Dear Commissioners,

My name is Sage Kamalei Lebron Fontana, and | am one of the few
graduating seniors at Halau Lokahi PCS. This is my fourth year attending this
school. This situation of whether our school will be shut down or not is a big deal
and has caused a lot of uncertainty in whether | would be able to graduate or not
this year. | thought about changing schools and needed to have a back up plan if
our school was going to be shut down.

Did the Commission think about the impact it would have on the students
by closing down a school months before graduation? This is very unjust. This not
only affected myself, but my family as well. My parents made a decision that was
very tough, and that was to transfer my little brother and sister to another school
due to all the confusion thatﬁ- going on. | made the decision to stay and fight
for the school with my other classmates so | could graduate and finish what |
started at Halau Lokahi PCS. | think it is important seniors graduate this year
and that this decision to close the school does not impact our futures. For those
of you who do not know what Halau Lokahi is like and if you were to enroll your
child here, you'd understand why we haven't stopped fighting for this place.

Before attending Halau Lokahi | wasn't the greatest student. My grades
were bad and | was failing almost every class. | could never understand why

because | always did what the teacher said and completed work on time. At



Meeker Middle School, there were 30-40 other students in my class and it was a
struggle to have my needs met. After coming to Halau Lokahi my grades have
improved because the teachers would teach us according to our learning style.
I'm a hands-on learner and teachers are aware of the different neec%f all of us.
They won't move on with the next topic until everyone understands. The
teachers at Halau Lokahi are here for us and they teach us as much as they can.
| know the numbers of students at our school are small and that each class has
about 10-15 students in it. But, almost every student is passing because the
teachers interact and help us individually when we need the help.

Because of time at this school, it has helped me know what | want to
pursue and study in collage. | want to study Hawaiian navigation as well as Olelo
Hawai'i and astronomy. Going out to Kaiona Beach almost every week, learning
how to sail and work on the wa'a (canoe) has been one of the most amazing and
memorable things | have experienced in my life. It is also something that will stay
with me that | can hopefully teach my future keiki (children) one day. The
relationships and bonds | have grown with my teachers and other classmates are
beautiful and unforgettable. My life would be so different if | hadn’t come here.
This school has taught me self-discipline, which is helping me be successful at
my job.

In January, we started taking online courses at school. This change has
helped me become more independent with my work and getting it done by
myself. | am taking an English course, called British and World Literature, which

has helped improve my writing skills tremendously. All of these changes over the



past couple months have helped me prepare for college and my work ethic on
being independent and getting things done on my own and on time.

| came to Halau Lokahi to learn about my culture and | have. | know so
much more about my culture than most Hawaii's teens and adults. | have learned
so much more than what people think we learn here. | have learned personal and
moral values that have made me the man | am today. | really hope that you make
‘the Pono (right) decision and keep Halau Lokahi open so that many more
children can learn so much about our culture and be molded to grow into smart

and humble Kanaka.





