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Hartwell H.K. Blake 
P.O. Box 159 

Koloa, Kaua'i, Hawai'i  96756 
2 April 2014 

State of Hawai'i 
Board of Education 
 
 RE: ILead Kaua'i 
 Petition for Public Charter School 
 
To Whom It May Concern: 
 
 ILead Kauai is petitioning the State of Hawai'i for approval, recognition, and 
funding as a public charter school.  If approved, it will be open to all students on Kaua‘i.  
The parents and educators who seek to establish ILead believe the educational needs of 
their children can be more positively addressed in a motivational environment geared to 
an individual approach specific to each student.   

We are fortunate to be able to pattern the program after two successful ILead 
Charter Schools already established on the continent. Adaptation of this template permits 
time and resources to be allocated to structure and obviates having to ‘reinvent the wheel’. 

In addition to the individual student-specific approach, the school intends to 
recognize and incorporate matters of importance to our island community.  Hawaiian 
values will be emphasized.  These universal values will be reflected in Hawaiian terms.  
It is important because the simplicity of the language permits a single word, e.g., ‘aloha’, 
to encompass all of the nuances of a definition otherwise provided by a long list of 
synonyms. 

Character development and ethical behavior will be an important aspect of the 
curriculum. 

Deena Fontana Moraes is imminently qualified to incorporate these standards into 
the requirements of the basic state curriculum.  She was born and raised on Kaua‘i, 
educated in our public schools, matriculated to Reed and Sarah Lawrence, has taught 
school in Brazil, and holds a MEd.  She took all of the Hawaiian culture classes offered in 
her schools and also learned to dance the hula.  

I can personally vouch for her initiative and personal work ethic, having supervised 
her as a student clerk in the Office of the County Attorney.  My daughter and Ms. 
Fontana were classmates at Kaua‘i High School.  I am informed that Deena was well-
liked and respected by her school mates and instructors.  Her reputation and character are 
attributable to positive parental influence and her understanding, acceptance, and 
appreciation, of our folkways and mores. Please approve the ILead application.  

 
                                                       /s/  Hartwell H.K. Blake 
 



April 3, 2014 
To The Public Charter School Commission of Hawaii,  
 
I am writing this letter as a board member of the iLEAD Kauai proposed charter school for 
the island of Kauai.  Having been vice principal and acting principal of a number of well-
respected public schools on the island, I am always looking for new ideas to infuse into our 
community. I first came across the iLEAD Kauai Charter School proposal in a presentation 
at our Kauai Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons and was deeply intrigued by the ideas and 
approaches of iLEAD.  I also attended the public meeting held on the island and was 
pleasantly surprised to see such a wide turn out of important community members who 
were present to learn more and lend their support to the project. As I shared with Deena, 
there was significant positive sentiment in the room that night and an overwhelming 
response that Kauai was ready for this new school alternative amongst the many people 
present. 
 
As an educator and administrator with a long-standing record on the island, I was initially 
cautious about lending my support , but as I learned more about the project and about the 
successes that they experienced at their other schools, I was infused with enthusiasm for a 
well-structured system for project-based learning that is so needed on the island. The 
iLEAD ideas and approaches deeply resonate with my beliefs in public education and with 
the needs that we have on the island to provide free and appropriate alternative learning 
options.  With all of this in mind, I am enthusiastic to lend my support to the iLEAD Kauai 
governing board.  I am confident that although the iLEAD concepts originated in California, 
the structure of their system will be easily adaptable to the reality of our island and our 
state.  
 
I am even more confident to lend my support to the project after observing Deena Fontana 
Moraes’ leadership abilities and style. Deena is a talented and articulate local Kauai girl 
who left the island to gain education and experience in the global community. She is 
passionate to return to her home and dedicate her energy and efforts to create the very 
best institution possible for our kids.  Deena was my teaching colleague at Waimea High 
School and has deep roots on our island.  Due to the fact that she has spent the last several 
years working in an International School environment, one way that I believe that I can 
support the iLEAD Kauai effort is by helping to advise the team about the intricacies of our 
current Hawaii DOE system.  
 
On behalf of the island of Kauai, I urge the board to approve the iLEAD Kauai proposal for 
the 2015-2016 school year. 
 
Please feel free to contact me if you should have any questions.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Paul Zina 
Public School Administrator 

https://trust.docusign.com





