






























































 

iLEAD Kauai Testimonials 
 

06/10/2015 10:55 AM - Catherine Pennell 

I am very excited at the concept of this school on Kauai. We are desperately need more schools on 
our little island to support our children and their education. Thank you for bringing iLead to Kauai! 

Catherine Pennell 

05/27/2015 17:28 PM - Laura Lee 

Knowing that there are more educational options on the island is exciting. Parents should be hands 
on with their children's education in and out of school. 

Laura Lee 

05/18/2015 09:02 AM - Adam L Wilding 

Looking forward to 2016! 

Adam L Wilding 

05/18/2015 06:26 AM - Belgica "Bel" Heredia 

Your mission is a breath of fresh air and I would love for my daughter to be a part of it. 
I would also enjoy volunteering and being a part of the success of all the children. 

Belgica  

04/29/2015 20:42 PM - Jonathan Truslow 

Moving from Hilo to Lihue. My son is currently enrolled at Connections Charter School in Hilo HI. 
We found your school and would love to be considered for enrollment. Mahalo, Jonathan. 

Jonathan Truslow 

04/11/2015 20:15 PM - Natalie Huang 

I love the curriculum and how multifaceted it is. It is imperative these days that there is a focus on 
social/emotional development and I am glad to see it is covered within the curriculum. Look forward 
to my child going here. 

Natalie Huang 

04/13/2015 21:05 PM - Anna Maria Borondi 

Kauai is in a desparate need of schools.  

My child was on a waiting list for two year before he got into preschool. He is a very smart little boy 
and way a head of his class metes. 
Unfortunately he won't be able to go to kindergarten because he is a November child. 



 

 

Public school won't take him because he didn't made the cut off date. 
Some of his class mates are already 5, and some of them still have hard time recognizing the letters 
and the numbers and they can go just because they are five. 
He has to go back to preschool again. And he is board now what is going to happen next year? 
He won't be learn anything new.  

Having iLEAD on Kauai would greatly improve the school system ! 
Children are eager to learn, iLEAD would be perfect for my son, and many others! 
Very supportive of having this charter school on Kauai 

Anna Maria Borondi 

04/05/2015 02:21 AM - Jessica Olson 

Our family is so supportive of having a Charter school on Kauai! We look forward to the 2016 school 
year on the beautiful Kahili mountain park! 

Jessica Olson 

04/04/2015 02:29 AM - Kristin Ebesu 

Kaua'i NEEDS this! My daughter struggled in public school. We are now living on Oahu & staying 
only because of the school situation on Kaua'i (our home). I would move back for amazing school 
setting for our daughter! 

Kristin Ebesu 

03/24/2015 04:49 AM - Pierre Byman 

We recently moved back to Kauai from Portland and have had a very hard time finding a school that 
we feel suitable for our daughter. iLEAD is exactly the type of school environment that we have been 
looking for and Kauai would be lucky to have a school like that. 

Pierre Byman 

03/07/2015 17:44 PM - Paullie Purdy 

I was informed about iLEAD Kauai school by one of the teachers I met at Safeway in Kapaa. I'm 
excited to hear about an opportunity for a new charter school on the east side of Kauai. The closet 
opportunities for quality education for preschool and kindergarten are Anahola and northshore, or 
Puhi. 
I am hoping that the program and location are in place for my daughter to start kindergarten and stay 
on through her educational experience. 

Paullie Purdy 

03/03/2015 23:34 PM - Mike Pooley 

I am full support of additional educational opportunities for Kauai children and my daughter. 

Mike Pooley 



 

 

03/03/2015 20:39 PM - Sarah Fields 

I am excited and will support all efforts to obtain Alikai Kauai Charter School. Mahalo to all involved 

Sarah Fields 

03/03/2015 00:56 AM - Mike Pooley 

I am full support of additional educational opportunities for Kauai children and my daughter. 

Mike Pooley 

03/03/2015 00:49 AM - Rachel Piano-Pooley 

All I know about iLEAD Kauai is that it sounds like a much needed project-based learning 
educational experience for our keiki. I used to work at Assets over on Oahu as their Socio-Emotional 
Counselor for the high school and was both extremely impressed and blown away to see what 
happens to kids when they are in an environment that teaches them from a (w)holistic perspective 
and is much more about quality vs quantity- they thrive and are more confident learners and human 
beings. I am all for it. Sign me up! 

Rachel Piano-Pooley 

02/28/2015 07:37 AM - Sarah Spalding 

This is a great option for Kauai keiki, very much looking forward to it. 

Sarah Spalding 

02/24/2015 04:05 AM - Jamee brotherton 

This would be a excellent opportunity for children on Kauai. I know this style of school would be 
great fit for my son. 

Jamee brotherton 

02/23/2015 16:06 PM - Diane Faye 

Adding more diversity to our education on Kaua'i, sounds like a positive step toward progress! 

Diane Faye 

02/23/2015 07:19 AM - Naomi Buford 

We look forward to this exciting new opportunity! 

Naomi Buford 

02/16/2015 09:25 AM - Stephanie Stephens 



 

 

We would drive the extra distance to provide this amazing opportunity to our daughter. I am 
extremely interested. Mahalo for the interest in Kauai !! 

Stephanie Stephens 

02/17/2015 07:10 AM - Jody MacDonald 

Did my research what this school is all about. So far, I really like what I see & read. I'm hoping it gets 
approved on Kauai. 

Jody MacDonald 

02/17/2015 19:02 PM - Kimberly Adams 

 
We are a homeschool family living in the homesteads. I've looked over your school and we are so 
excited to see something like this on the island. So far I'm super impressed with what you are 
offering! Looking forward to learning more about your curriculum and program!  

Mahalos! 
Jeff and Kim Adams 

Kimberly Adams 

02/17/2015 07:34 AM - Ana & Dave O'Rourke 

 
We are very interested in this school, it would be very beneficial too so many kids. We are looking 
forward to it! 

Ana & Dave O'Rourke 

02/19/2015 18:32 PM - Mandy Ohana 

Children learn and grow in many different ways and need options to help support their growth. I 
believe this school is a great option. 



 

 

Mandy Ohana 

02/16/2015 05:33 AM - carlie gill 

The lack of choices for schools is definitely a downfall to living on this magical island. We need more 
options. 

carlie gill 

02/16/2015 02:01 AM - Amanda Smith 

The I lead program is genius. I am excited for my kids to learn and grow as leaders. 

Amanda Smith 

02/08/2015 22:58 PM - Elizabeth Sancho 

Please open soon!! Thank you!! 

Elizabeth Sancho 

02/03/2015 23:06 PM - Jessa Wells 

I would love for my daughter to have this opportunity in opposed to a typical public school. 

Jessa Wells 

02/03/2015 18:31 PM - Meredith Friedman 

Exciting news! Kauai needs more options for schooling! Mahalo!! 

Meredith Friedman 

02/01/2015 23:45 PM - Antonella Balajadia 

Very Excited!!! 

Antonella Balajadia 

01/29/2015 19:29 PM - Dr. Kathleen Scarbo 

I feel that having an alternative option to traditional schools on this island is important for those 
families that desire a more well-rounded education for their children. The focus on the arts, 
technology, foreign language and entrepreneurship is something simply not available on island 
otherwise. This type of innovative programming will make all the difference to our next generation of 
leaders in order to sustain and improve the health of our island and wider world community.  

Dr. Kathleen Scarbo 

01/29/2015 06:42 AM - Collin Darrell 



 

 

Excited to have better schooling options on Kauai. 

Collin Darrell 

01/29/2015 23:28 PM - Jessica bever 

It would be so amazing to have a public charter option! We went to Dehesa Charater in California 
and loved it. Each of my kids learns differently and I want them to look forward to school each day! 

Jessica bever 

01/28/2015 07:18 AM - Jamie Marie Baldwin 

Kauai is in strong need of other schooling options. I think having a charter like this on our island 
would be an amazing advancement toward helping provide that. 

Jamie Marie Baldwin 

01/27/2015 17:32 PM - Donna Apilado-Schumacher 

I love the teaching concepts of iLEAD and what iLEAD stands for. It would be an amazing 
opportunity for our keiki to have these learning options available. 

Donna Apilado-Schumacher 

01/25/2015 00:08 AM - Cheryl Garma 

I am excited to see that there are more options for our keiki on Kauai.. Our keikis, are our future 
leaders. 

Cheryl Garma 

01/24/2015 23:05 PM - Justine Bennett 

How exciting that a new educational program is coming to Kauai. What a wonderful opportunity for 
our Keiki. 

Justine Bennett 

01/26/2015 22:15 PM - christine robin hendrickson 

we've been so unhappy with public school and are looking for a alternative. I've heard great things 
about iLead. 

christine robin hendrickson 

01/25/2015 01:42 AM - Amber Hartnell 

Our island is so in need of a learning community such as what this could provide! 

Amber Hartnell 



 

 

01/24/2015 16:33 PM - Dawn Worley 

there is a huge need for more schooling options on Kauai. I support better schools for our children. 

Dawn Worley 

01/24/2015 04:14 AM - Mana Jampa 

Enlightened Education is our future 

Mana Jampa 

01/24/2015 00:12 AM - Benjamin Prichard 

Sounds like a great addition to Kauai's schools. 

Benjamin Prichard 

01/23/2015 21:15 PM - Erin Gaines 

I am super Excited about the possibility of another Charter School here on Kauai! 

Erin Gaines 

01/23/2015 20:00 PM - Patricia Agustin Melendez 

Looking forward to an alternative to public school's current curriculam and testing requirements. 

Patricia Agustin Melendez 

01/23/2015 19:54 PM - Ann Marie Williamson 

iLEAD Kauai has my full support. 

Ann Marie Williamson 

01/23/2015 19:42 PM - Sarah rhinelander 

We are so excited that there will be another option for children on the island! Right now we pay more 
than we can afford for private school and kanui ka Pono is hard to get into, and we as a family are 
very excited about the mission and vision of ilead. Thanks! 

Sarah rhinelander 

01/23/2015 19:15 PM - Maroesjka Pedersen 

I love to see a new schooling opportunity for my child on this island! 

Maroesjka Pedersen 



 

 

01/23/2015 19:00 PM - Karla Villanueva-Bernal 

So excited 

Karla Villanueva-Bernal 

01/23/2015 18:42 PM - Desiree Wakuta-Matsuda 

I support that there is a need for additional and alternative schools here on Kaua'i. Well-equipping 
our youth with the confidence that their future can be influenced by them is such a valuable quality 
that our children need. 

Desiree Wakuta-Matsuda 

01/23/2015 18:47 PM - carlie gill 

 
I support the need for better educational opportunities for the children living on Kauai. Right now, we 
do not have access to the many options given on the mainland, and I am in total support of a new 
charter school on Kauai for our keiki. 

carlie gill 

01/23/2015 07:47 AM - Yvette Togikawa 

A different way of teaching is a refreshing idea. Not every student learns the same way so why are 
our public schools only teaching one way? We need options! 

Yvette Togikawa 

01/23/2015 04:46 AM - Minna Freeman 

Our children need this opportunity to learn and grow in project based learnign environment free from 
high stakes testing. Our children deserve a learning environment that fosters creativity, collaborative 
problem solving, and leadership. 

Minna Freeman 

01/23/2015 18:02 PM - Jessica Hollies 

I am extremely grateful to the amazing supporters and visionaries who are so heartfully and 
practically committed to bringing this amazing opportunity to the ohana of Kaua?i. 



 

 

This model has been proven to be tremendously effective in the schools where it has been 
implemented previously by iLead leadership on the west coast of mainland USA, and I think Deena 
and her team are correct in assessing that there is a great need for such a program here, especially 
on the East side of Kauai. 

I have been a childcare provider on the East side for 4 years now, and a mother of two. My second 
child will be enrollment ready by fall 2017 for Kindergarten, and this would be an amazing option to 
be able to offer my children. 

I think it will set them up for a great future. I love the leadership curriculum, the proven track record, 
and the support that Kauai would receive from existing iLead leadership. iLead has already 
demonstrated that they are ready to fully support Kauai in becoming a thriving school. Also I feel 
confident that Deena and the team of makua and ohana will together create a school that will lead 
students to success with regard to achievement in accordance with national and state curriculum 
requirements, as well as with fostering a deep appreciation for local Kaua?i roots. 

I have already demonstrated my support ongoingly for this charter schools, and will continue to do 
so. 

Mahalo Nui Loa 

Jessica Hollies 

01/17/2015 20:31 PM - rachel geringer 

The time is right for a new option in education on Kauai. I hope iLead comes to fruition! 

rachel geringer 

01/23/2015 00:31 AM - Siobhan Thielen 

How wonderful to have this opportunity for our keiki in such a special place. There is definitely a 
demand for creative education! 

Siobhan Thielen 

01/23/2015 03:28 AM - Vanessa Palamanos 

Kauai needs better education choices for our kids. 

Vanessa Palamanos 

01/18/2015 00:40 AM - Hosanna Snyder 

I'm interested to see new opportunities and experiences avaliable for our children here on Kaua'i! 

Hosanna Snyder 

01/17/2015 03:31 AM - Vicki Cano-Braman 

The children of Kauai could really benefit from a school like this! 

Vicki Cano-Braman 



 

 

01/16/2015 07:58 AM - Justyn Dybul 

I am very hopeful that this school will come to fruition for the 2016 school year (and find a home in 
Kapaa). Kauai is in great need of an alternative option for education, especially one that is not 
exclusive to the elite families of Kauai! 

Justyn Dybul 

01/14/2015 03:02 AM - John Young 

We as parents are interested in the concepts proposed by this organization and especially interested 
in the immersion of multiple languages in the teachings, which we're not finding elsewhere. We 
believe this will give our kids an advantage as they prepare for a fast paced and ever changing cross 
cultural society. 

John Young 

01/13/2015 23:49 PM - Kimi W. Nagahisa 

I think supporting education and building more schools is a fantastic idea, whether a traditional 
public school or charter school. Our community needs more accessible schools to educate our 
children, and I am beyond excited to see iLead take off. 

Kimi W. Nagahisa 

01/11/2015 03:55 AM - lina skinner 

I support and would love to have my son been prepared for future in such grate school and the most 
important it for free. 

lina skinner 

01/06/2015 19:59 PM - Kelly Lealani French 

As a new parent of an infant, schooling is one of the drawbacks of living on Kauai or in Hawaii. I 
attended private school in my upbringing. Not to say that I had an extremely better education but a 
more wholesome experience. I'm excited to learn more! 

Kelly Lealani French 

01/07/2015 07:45 AM - Kelli Bowen 

Due to the understaffed financial strain our public school system suffers from, I feel a program ( 
school) such as Ilead is needed to give children an option of a unique & different way of learning. 

Kelli Bowen 

01/09/2015 03:17 AM - Dr. Sandra Combs 



 

 

There is a tremendous need to for parent choice in education on Kauai. The traditional public 
schools address the needs of many children, however, there is a gap for children who's needs are 
not met there. I can give my full support for the ILead Charter school on Kauai. 

Dr. Sandra Combs 

01/09/2015 03:25 AM - Katherine Margaret Muzik 

I wholeheartedly endorse the future ILEAD school being planned for Kaua'i! I especially embrace the 
ILEAD oncept of "facilitator" and "learner", rather than the hierarchical system normally encountered 
in edcuation systems. As a marine biologist, for many years I have visited preschools and 
elementary schools in both Japan and in Kaua'i, and I deeply enjoy bringing interactive programs to 
share with the kids! I wish the prospective ILEAD school here every success, which it richly 
deserves. KMM 1/8/15 

Katherine Margaret Muzik 

01/09/2015 03:35 AM - Tedra Baymiller 

We are so excited & hope that the school will find a great home in or near Kapaa. 

Tedra Baymiller 

01/09/2015 03:41 AM - Katie Mae Carlson 

I love all that I know so far!!!!! I think that Kauai could use this option and so many children will be 
enriched. 

Katie Mae Carlson 

01/09/2015 03:41 AM - Jenni Batalucco 

This island is in need of more options for our children! I am really excited for this possibility! 

Jenni Batalucco 

01/09/2015 03:45 AM - kimberly Acierto 

hopeful to have another education option for my (2) children 

kimberly Acierto 

01/09/2015 03:50 AM - Rita Manderfeld 

I fully support iLEAD charter school and intend on enrolling both my children if available. It is 
important to me to give all types of learners the ability to succeed and, I believe iLEAD will be a great 
addition to the island of Kauai to make that possible! 

Rita Manderfeld 



 

 

01/09/2015 04:28 AM - Joanna Wheeler 

Such an amazing opportunity for our children to have a quality school that benefits them and Kauai. 
A great opportunity to support Kauai.Please make it possible. Much mahalo and aloha. 

Joanna Wheeler 

01/09/2015 03:52 AM - stacey lindberg 

we really need another option besides kanuikapono on our island my children have been there since 
kindergarten and love it but i am hoping for another option that keeps the hands on learning a focus 
instead of standardized learnin which is proven to be successful. I love the philosophy and mission 
of ilead and support this effort and will volunteer and do what i can to help make it happen. 

stacey lindberg 

01/09/2015 05:10 AM - Hilda morales 

Keiki education is very important an alternative way on an international thinking is great. 

Hilda morales 

01/09/2015 05:15 AM - Bard Widmer 

Enthusiasticly interested! 

Bard Widmer 

01/09/2015 05:29 AM - Kristen Jung 

We are excited to have an another option for education on Kaua'i and especially excited for the 
mission and vision that ILEAD has for our keiki. Hoping for a Lihue or South side location! 

Kristen Jung 

01/09/2015 06:46 AM - Lia E Richards 

Im really excited to hear more about your program and how it all is going to work. Please keep me 
informed! 

Lia E Richards 

01/09/2015 08:11 AM - jacqueline leineweber 

As a mother, I'd love to have more educational options for my children. I believe that iLead will 
benefit our society by teaching our community from early ages, how to success in life. 

jacqueline leineweber 

01/09/2015 18:59 PM - Roberta Johnson 



 

 

As a current homeschooler, I have been impressed with my research on iLead and am very 
interested in this affordable alternative to public school. I think my daughter would flourish in an 
environment such as this.5 

Roberta Johnson 

01/10/2015 02:10 AM - Stuart Rosenthal 

My son read about the school and wants to attend. His excitement is extremely high. 

Stuart Rosenthal 

12/16/2014 21:33 PM - Laura Sabbe 

Consciously designed education that nourishes the unique potential in each child and that is 
accessible to people of all economic backgrounds, it just makes so much sense! 

Laura Sabbe 

12/09/2014 18:00 PM - Shannon Rasmussen 

The school options are limited on Kauai. While a lot of kids on Kauai seem to fit the mold just fine, 
there should be more options offering different teaching and learning styles. The result would likely 
be more kids thriving and enjoying learning who are not thriving in the current educational options. It 
could only be good to have more options. 

Shannon Rasmussen 

12/01/2014 01:32 AM - Andrew Templeman 

I want my child to learn how to think not what to think. I feel the iLEAD model helps achieve this 
goal. We are short on good school options on Kauai. I want to see an iLEAD school here now. 

Andrew Templeman 

12/02/2014 00:08 AM - Jennifer Schwartz 

Please we need more public/charter school options for Kaua'i families and keiki! 

Jennifer Schwartz 

12/02/2014 21:59 PM - Amalia Gray 

Kauai needs alternatives for schooling our children that does not cost thousands a year. All of the 
children would benefit from a fresh perspective and teaching style. I think we can all agree that the 
standardized testing is NOT working. 
Amalia Gray 

Amalia Gray 



 

 

11/30/2014 17:53 PM - Sarah Guillerman Dooley 

Alternative education is always a good thing. 

Sarah Guillerman Dooley 

12/05/2014 04:29 AM - Sheila Calcagno 

I have been looking for a different school for my Grandaughter where she can be inspired to find her 
passion instead of learning the same old tired education system. Where instead of compation there 
is cooperation, where grades are a thing of the past. If this is that kind of school I would love for her 
to attend. 

Sheila Calcagno 

11/30/2014 00:42 AM - Karla P Villanueva-Bernal 

We need this. 

Karla P Villanueva-Bernal 

11/30/2014 03:55 AM - Erin Medeiros 

I'm a public high school teacher and would love to have more education options for my two 
daughters, mainly at the elementary level. 

Erin Medeiros 

11/30/2014 06:46 AM - Leilani Smith 

Kauai needs better education choices for our kids. 

Leilani Smith 

11/29/2014 17:18 PM - Sonrisa Stepath 

We need different school opportunities here on Kauai. We want to raise educated leaders here. 

Sonrisa Stepath 

11/29/2014 06:51 AM - KAPLAN BUNCE 

Kauai desperately needs Ilead to take our children of Kauai to the future of education. 

KAPLAN BUNCE 

11/29/2014 04:29 AM - Patricia Brooks 

I am really interested in this school for my twin daughters. 

Patricia Brooks 



 

 

11/28/2014 06:59 AM - Donna Daum 

Kauai is sorely in need of decent educational opportunities for our youth. The schools here are 
lacking in so many ways, the list is too long to mention. I have taught in middle and high school, 
public schools here, and I can attest to the fact that there needs to be other options. 

Donna Daum 

11/28/2014 03:19 AM - Corey Anne De Santis 

 
The lack of positive learning environments that allow for unique expression causes many parents 
here to choose homeschooling. Unfortunately homeschooling often alienates and isolates children 
from their social interactive needs and development, contributing to a misdirected angst toward 
education in general. 

Corey Anne De Santis 

11/24/2014 18:23 PM - Rose Simon 

Our family left Kauai to provide our middle school age boys a more progressive, collaborative and 
hands on real life learning experiences so they can be as fully prepared for college and life as 
possible. Our family would love to return to Kauai for iLead Kauai. 

Rose Simon 

11/24/2014 15:51 PM - Stacey Lindberg 

 
I am praying that Kauai gets a charter school like ILead it's a beautiful mission and our keiki need 
another option for school on our aina. 

Stacey Lindberg 



 

 

11/24/2014 19:20 PM - Karla Palamanos Bollmann 

We need initiatives like this on Kauai, for the future of our children! Gratitude for this project! Aloha 

Karla Palamanos Bollmann 

11/25/2014 02:55 AM - Samantha Norton 

I believe that project based learning is the most effective way to learn. Looking back at my childhood 
the lessons I remember most came from on field, hands on experiences. I would like to involve my 
son in this kind of education. 

Samantha Norton 

11/25/2014 18:52 PM - robert demond 

I would love to have a great charter school for the keikis of kauai 

robert demond 

11/26/2014 06:55 AM - Sherry Dire 

There is a real lack of options here on the island for those of us who really do not like the way kids 
are taught at the public schools. I watched the video about the educational philosophy of this school 
and was so very glad to see someone with a new approach. I agree wholeheartedly that our children 
need to be learning how to work in groups, how to lead, and how to investigate things that they are 
interested in ways that are meaningful. Please know that if or when this school gets approved we 
would love to learn more about how we could work with you to teach our children! 

Sherry Dire 

11/27/2014 05:26 AM - Jennifer Henderson 

We are in serious need of more educational enrichment and quality learning opportunities here on 
Kaua'i. 

Jennifer Henderson 

11/26/2014 23:27 PM - Aina Mei Koppel 

I am in support of more educational opportunities for the children and youth of Kauai. 

Aina Mei Koppel 

11/24/2014 05:28 AM - Shannon McHenry 

The schools they are in aren't working for them. 

Shannon McHenry 



 

 

11/24/2014 00:48 AM - Jesica Matsuoka 

Kauai needs more options for our children outside of public school. This will be a great opportunity 
for my childrens' growth and enrichment. 

Jesica Matsuoka 

11/24/2014 00:36 AM - Corissa Kopmann 

The school is very important to the future of Kauai. The current education system is not working, and 
iLead is the solution. iLead teaches, the way children learn. 

Corissa Kopmann 

11/23/2014 22:33 PM - Kim acierto 

As I parent I am not satisifed with the public schools in my district. With 2 working parents we still 
cannot afford most private school. We are in support of giving Kauai families other options for where 
to send their children to get a good education. Thank you. 

Kim acierto 

11/23/2014 19:52 PM - Miranda Dornfeld 

Kauai desperately needs more choices for schools and a school that's based in project based 
learning. I support iLEAD 100% and ask that the state grant iLEAD charter status. 

Miranda Dornfeld 

11/23/2014 19:10 PM - Minna Freeman 

Our island needs more alternative educaition options. We need education options for our children to 
learn and grow through direct hands-on experieince. Our children need to collaborate and problem 
solve through service learning projects, natural world science, and locally relevant curriculum and 
learning experieinces. Our children deserve real world learnign opportunities that serve to foster 
creativity, collaboration, and high level problem solving. We need iLead Kauai as an altervative to 
traditional public school. This year my children are only in 1st grade, and I see them spending hours 
and hours each week just filling out worksheets in preperation for their weekly bubbble tests. 1st 
grade!!! Worksheets and bubble tests are not learning. We need another option. iLead offers that 
option. iLead offers high level thinking through experiential learning, collaboration with peers, service 
learning projects and field trips, and fosters the creativity and leadership that will be needed for a 
succesul journey of life long learning. 

Minna Freeman 

11/23/2014 18:55 PM - julia smart 

This school is what Kauai keiki needs to restore passion for learning and teaching so that our keiki 
can grow up feeling confident and willing to make learning fun as well as important. I have great 
hope for this becoming a reality. 

julia smart 



 

 

11/23/2014 18:10 PM - Sarah Mecagni-Bogner 

I have two young girls that are of school age in need of a more hands on approach to learning. With 
one more little one approaching school age I am seeing that an alternative approach to education is 
not going to be possible for my children without a program like iLead. Many families including myself 
wonder what our longevity on island will be if we cannot provide a flourishing school environment for 
our children. A program like iLead is in great need for the families of Kauai. 

Sarah Mecagni-Bogner 

11/23/2014 17:55 PM - Melissa Saalfeld 

I'm all for alternative education!!! 

Melissa Saalfeld 

11/23/2014 17:51 PM - stuart rosenthal 

This type of school would be a "blessing" for all the keiki of Kauai. 

stuart rosenthal 

11/23/2014 17:38 PM - Sherry Tancayo 

i would like to have different choices for education 

Sherry Tancayo 

11/23/2014 16:44 PM - Elizabeth Reeves 

iLEAD schools are a proven success. The fact that we could offer this type of innovative education 
on Kaua'i is a dream come true for our family. Having charter approval would mean any interested 
Kaua'i family has an equal opportunity to attend. Our hardworking families deserve it. Please 
approve iLEAD Kaua'i for charter status. 

Elizabeth Reeves 

11/23/2014 17:17 PM - Kathryn Sullivan 

Project based learning is great, however, I do not support common core or standardized testing at all 
and will not comply with this in exchange for a charter. It is important to be as uncompromising as 
possible with public funding. There are many creative ways we as a community can supplement 
funds but we must not sell out. 

Kathryn Sullivan 

11/22/14 01:03AM Nicola Sherrill 

I am writing to say I support iLEAD Kauai! When I first heard about iLEAD Kauai I knew that it was 
something special and that it deserved my full attention! I have recently been seeking alternative 
educational opportunities on Kauai for my now 3 and 4 year old children. In speaking to other 



 

 

parents, teachers and community members I am finding there are slim options for parents who are 
not interested in the tradition form of schooling. My husband and I have been considering 
homeschooling as maybe our only option to truly educate our children to the standards of which we 
hold, until iLEAD Kauai. 

Nicola Sherrill 

I strongly support the establishment of an iLEAD Charter School. Alternative schooling opportunities, 
especially those that foster innovation, creativity, and leadership skills, are the best way to ensure a 
vibrant future for Kauai's keiki. We need our keiki to be supported in thinking outside the box and 
developing skills to help them come up with new solutions for the difficulties facing our world. 
Diversity in educational opportunities is the best gift a community could ask for, and an iLEAD 
Charter School sounds like the perfect fit for our community. My daughter would be thrilled to take 
advantage of this opportunity. 

Mahalo for your consideration, 
Blair Keener 

Blair Keener 

Aloha, 
I strongly support opening a publicly funded iLead Charter School on Kaua`i. I attended school on 
Kaua`i from PK-12 and now am an educator on the island. I wish we had more alternatives when I 
was growing up, and now hope that our children do have these alternatives. The children of Kaua'i 
deserve optimal education options and ones that grows leaders, such as iLEAD. There are few 
educational alternatives for Kaua`i's children, and many of the existing schools continue to struggle 
to reach the caliber of schools off-island.  

I personally would like to partner with the school to offer insight about incorporating local food into 
the cafeteria and integrating garden-based education into the curriculum. This would not only ensure 
the health and quality of education for the students, but also the environmental and social 
accountability of the school. 

Mahalo for considering the iLEAD Kaua'i Charter School. 

Tiana 

Tiana Kamen 

Aloha, I support iLEAD Kauai alternative school 100%. Being a mother of two young boys both of 
which attend public school here on Kauai, and both struggle with the work load/ curriculum and 
seem to learn little to not. It is a constant struggle to keep them interested in learning and enjoying 
school. I ask them so what did you learn in school today? both say nothing or i don't know...... My 
oldest is high functioning autistic, my youngest is ADHD. I am in meetings with the school staff often 
trying to come up with new solution's to help aid in the education of both my boys. They are both 
brilliant thinkers but their test scores put them way below average. This in turn lowers the self 
esteem and courage to want to do better. Kauai REALLY needs a new approach to schooling. I am 
extremely exited about this ileadkauai alternative school. Its more hands on and project based 
learning, which is what most if not all children need to have to be successful. Please allow ileadkauai 
to become one of the best alternative schools on the island. This is a much needed blessing for our 
keiki and us as parents. Mahalo nui loa! 

Julia Smart. 

Julia Smart 



 

 

I believe that all children not matter there financial background should have the best education 
available to them, without penalizing them for uncontrollable circumstances, they are not responsible 
for. With implementing more current practices iLEAD Kauai will better the children for their future. 

Robin Soong Putman 

I am writing in support of ILEAD schools on Kauai.It is a very exciting and needed opportunity to 
offer our children 21st century literacy and leadership skills. Encouraging parents to be an active part 
of their children 's education is wonderful as well. I really like the fact that they want kids to be 
engaged in learning while having fun and enjoying the process. I feel that will gave them roots to 
enjoy their lives in the future, as the seeds of enjoying what they do will be planted since their early 
years. 
Please help our children to get outstanding education in Kauai. Better eduation equals a better 
Kauai. 
With warmest mahalo and aloha, 

Joanna Wheeler 

Joanna Wheeler 

I attended the informational meeting with my good friend who has 2 school aged boys that need a 
stronger learning environment than they are being offered here in Kauai. I support iLEAD Kauai 
100% and hope to see this school open and enhance the education of all children, so that they may 
succeed in life and have fun doing it, learning needs to be interactive and that is exactly what this 
school has to offer! Mahalo, to all the people that are working so hard to make this a reality here in 
Kauai :-) 

Kim Frank 

I am writing in support of establishing iLead Kauai Charter School on this island.  

I do not think all students on this island are receiving adequate education. When I applied for a 
teaching job in an English department here some years ago, I was told that there were a lot of 
"remedial" classes in reading and writing. Having previously taught Freshman writing at the 
University of California, and having agonized over some of those students, I was shocked that in 
such a small population there should be so many remedial students.  

I myself have excelled in old and rigid educational systems, graduating high school in 1963. I see the 
drawbacks of the "blank slate" educational metaphor that was operational then (and still has some 
resonance). I was never encouraged to voice an opinion in class, and never took part in a group 
activity other than sports. To this day I eschew public speaking and prefer working alone to 
participating in a group project. 

I see the project-based educational approach of iLead Kauai as a valid and, if it becomes a public 
school, a verifiable way to guide children from preschool naivete to intellectual and social maturity at 
18.  

Please approve the iLead Kauai Charter School application so that they may offer this alternative to 
parents and students of Kaua'i Island. 

Heatherbell Fong 

As a mother of a preschool child I was excited to learn about iLEAD Kauai's educational method. 
Kauai needs a program that is going to shape our children into tomorrow's leaders. I sincerely hope 
the DOE strongly considers this schooling option. Not all children thrive in the traditional lecture 



 

 

format. Today and tomorrow's world requires thinkers that can visualize a concept and produce 
positive results. Please give Kauai's children the opportunity and option beyond today's options. 
Mahalo! 

Lauren Pingree 

I endorse this opportunity to provide an enriched environment for creative thinking & task based 
development of leadership skills. It certainly seems that the iLead Kauai curriculum will help to reach 
& nourish the child that needs something different----to be stimulated & encouraged to develop their 
individuality. 
We will need strong & diverse voices to carry us into the future. 
Keeping my fingers crossed 
for the children of Kaua'i! 
Dana Cambuston 

Dana Lis Cambuston 

As an educational psychologist and long time Foster parent, I am an advocate of the alternative 
Charter school programs. The iLead Kauai informational meeting in Kauai on March 10,2014 
outlined an exciting proposal for the children of the " Garden Isle". 
It has been my recent experience, while working in several of the elementary schools here in Hawaii, 
that there might certainly be a need and demand for a different approach to learning. The iLead 
public charter schools would be a valuable program to provide a quality educational experience for 
Kauai students and their families. 
Sincerely, 
Judyth Foley, M.A. 

Judyth Yvonne Foley 

To the State Public Charter School Commission: 

I am writing in to lend my support to iLEAD to start a charter school on Kauai. We need choices that 
give our children opportunities for a better learning environment.  

I fully support Deena Moraes & her team for the proposed iLEAD Kauai Charter School, and urge 
Hawaii State & Kauai County governments to approve & fund this charter, this is a much needed 
school for our children's future.  

Mahalo for your consideration. 

Kathleen Bates 

Kathleen Bates 

To the State Public Charter School Commission: 

I am writing to support the iLEAD Kauai charter school proposal. 

I think the addition of the school would be an exciting option for the island, and is most needed. 
Kauai has limited school choices and can be frustrating for the parent who seeks a program that will 
develop the child's ability to think effectively, be cognizant of others through empathy, while also 
understanding his/her role in the local community and the world community. As a parent, I have 
been looking for a school that would stimulate my son and daughter's thirst for knowledge. I believe 
the Project Based form of teaching is best in this day and age, when individuals need to be 
analytical, creative, and be able to work in teams in order to succeed and survive. I came to the 



 

 

realization that Project Based teaching was most helpful to me when I was in college. At that time, I 
was not familiar with the teaching terminology. However, I found I would learn best when what I was 
studying was incorporated into a real world situation or case study. Furthermore, when I was 
studying for my MBA, all of my professors heavily used Project Based learning, through group 
assignments, case studies, and business modeling. These professors knew the effectiveness of it, 
and relied heavily upon it. I believe we should introduce this form of teaching to students earlier, and 
iLEAD Kauai will fulfill that need. 

I plan to enroll both my kids in the school, and will offer my support to the administrators, from PTSA 
participation to volunteer work. Please allow iLEAD Kauai to have an opportunity to add school 
choice to our community. 

Thank you for your consideration. 

Thomas Lambert 

Thomas Lambert 

To Hawaii State Public Charter School Commission, 

I am writing to say I support iLEAD Kauai! When I first heard about iLEAD Kauai I knew that it was 
something special and that it deserved my full attention! I have recently been seeking alternative 
educational opportunities on Kauai for my now 2 and 3 year old children. In speaking to other 
parents, teachers and community members I am finding there are slim options for parents who are 
not interested in the tradition form of schooling. My husband and I have been considering 
homeschooling as maybe our only option to truly educate our children to the standards of which we 
hold, until iLEAD Kauai. 
Once I came into contact with the iLEAD team I knew that there was hope for our children's 
education here on Kauai. This team is real and so is this vision! There is a sense of genuine care 
and honor for the children and school that is being proposed. I believe this sort of uniqueness should 
be embraced by you Hawaii State Public Charter School Commission for the better of our 
community, island and state. I also believe that this kind of education will breed leaders, thinkers and 
the kind of children we can be proud to call our future. 
There is no doubt in my mind that Kauai is asking for such a school and that it will be extremely well 
received and supported by parents, teachers and the like. I am already dedicated to Project Based 
Learning and think this is a more efficient way of educating to prepare my children for the real world. 
While talking to other mothers about the possibility of iLEAD Kauai the one thing they want to know 
is "How can I help?" There are many volunteers and supporters of iLEAD Kauai. Please help us here 
on Kauai to make this reality a dream! 

Aloha 

Robert and Nicola Sherrill 

I am so excited about the chance to have such an educational opportunity for our islands keiki. After 
researching the alternatives to our local public schools, I was very discouraged in the only charter 
schools here on Kauai, being unable to homeschool as financially I must work full time, or the pricing 
on our private schools. I am a strong supporter of this school and what is stands for. Please give this 
school a chance so my children have a stronger educational opportunity !! This charter school will 
benefit the island by raising strong leaders who will contribute to Kauai. 

Mindy Murray 

Aloha Deena, 



 

 

I read about your iLEAD Kauai project, and I think it is a great endeavor and wish you success. If I 
was free I would attend your informational meeting, unfortunately I have a flight at that time, and will 
be off island for a week. 

If you are interested I would be happy to talk to you and assist in what I can. I’m a Native Hawaiian 
from Kauai, but only returned in the last few months. I also have an international education 
background, I helped to startup a university in Eastern Europe, and worked as an adjunct professor 
in the Caucasus and Central Asia, I was also a U.S. Fulbright Scholar in Kazakhstan. 

Since returning I’m really interested in developing early educational interest in technology and 
business. In my last three years I lived in Israel and was impressed with the technological startup 
culture there which is second in the world following Silicon Valley. 

Sincerely, 
Micah 

Micah  

Aloha, 
I am the Co-owner of My Growing Place Preschool Inc. , a project based program inspired by the 
Reggio approach to teaching. I am also PTSA President at Kilauea School, an active community 
member committed to education. And a mom of 2! 

As I read the mission statement/values of ” I Lead ” I am excited to see that they align with the 
Mission and values of My Growing Place Preschool! One of our biggest challenges of teaching a 
child lead curriculum has been the fact that we have no continuation school .Which is why I am on 
the board at Kilauea School, to inspire our only option. So as you can imagine I am thrilled to hear 
more about how I can support the development of an “I lead” charter on Kauai. 

Can you tell me more about the Kauai plans? Where? When? are your going to need to fundraising? 
Has there been any connections made with current community members/ advocates? Do you have a 
facility ? 
I look forward to hearing back and supporting “I lead Kauai” in establishing a school here. 
With Gratitude, 
Tricia Padilla 

Tricia Padilla 

We are interested in learning more about the iLEAD Kauai vision in educating our keiki’s here on 
Kauai. Please email us with more information in which you may have to share. 

Herman and Sandy Wilson 

Dear iLEAD Kauai, 
I am contacting you now, from Oahu, Hawaii, where I have received the email about your plans for 
the new school.Unfortunately for me I cannot afford to come to Kauai for the meeting. 
I have been reading the information on your ILead website and watching the video footage about 
your the new school coming to Kauai. It sounds almost too good to be true! There are people on our 
planet who continue to hold such high ideals and standards of creativity in education. I know your 
school will make a difference. I want to get on board! I am specifically interested in the curricular side 
of the ILead perspective and it’s policies of inclusion in learning. I’m off the soapbox for the 
moment… 
Remember…Passion never lies!!! 
I support the philosophy, SCVI holds as stated on your film. 



 

 

I wish you good luck! 
CP (an enthusiastic educator) 

Cyle Pollard 

We’d love to have this iLEAD Kauai school here in Kauai! I can’t wait to see this dream realized! -
Sarah Dooley 

Sarah Dooley 

I support iLEAD Kauai and having another alternative means of education for the children of Kauai.I 
think Kauai needs alternative education options such as ILEAD Kauai to provide a broader learning 
methodologies that are catered to the various ways different children learn. Some kids learn just fine 
via the standard public school curriculum, but others learn better differently. Given that technology is 
a moving target, I’d be interested in having my children move in that direction as they grow. I 
strongly support this endeavor. 

David Murray 

Kauai is in great need of additional, high quality educational choices for the local children. I have 
been researching to open a new school myself on Kauai for the last 4 years, and I have been 
constantly overwhelmed by the support I find in the community to support new educational initiatives. 

I am a strong supporter of new educational charter schools for Kauai, like iLEAD Kauai. I have lived 
here for 4.5 years and have two young children. There are currently no options that I am happy with 
for my children for elementary and middle school, and I think it is crazy that Kauai does not yet have 
a better option. I am have been a member of AERO, the Alternative Education Revolution 
Organization (www.educationrevolution.org) since 2004, and there is overwhelming evidence to 
support new, innovative charter schools. I think Kauai is ripe for success for this kind of initiative. 
There is a strong bond between the local parents here, who would have a lot to contribute to a new 
school. 

Personally, I would rather choose homeschooling than any of the middle and elementary school 
options for my children, and I would much rather them go to a school where there would be a strong 
social setting. 

Thank you for supporting this much-needed initiative! 
Jessica Hollies 

Jessica Hollies 

I support iLead Kauai as a new charter school on Kauai. 

The Hawaiian Islands are known for their diversity and the County of Kauai is no exception. We are 
blessed with a population that comes from all over the world and we all love Kauai because of the 
dichotomy of cultural influences. However, there is a distinct lack of educational options for the 
children of Kauai. iLead Kauai will add another option for the unique children of our island. 

We are also blessed that Deena Fontana is leading the charge for iLead Kauai. Deena is a strong 
leader that brings a rare combination to the iLead Kauai program. She is a Kauai native and she has 
gained the knowledge and experience necessary to be a great educator and leader for our children. 
Being raised on Kauai, she is aware of our cultural uniqueness and with her education and world 
experiences she will provide the macro view that children need to succeed in our modern world. 

Please support Kauai by approving iLead Kauai as a new charter school for our county. 



 

 

Thank you and Aloha, 
Milo Spindt 

Milo Spindt 

Alternative educational opportunities for children in Kauai is a vital part of continuing to develop our 
island. Programs that focus on project-based learning in order to develop individual leadership skills 
are keys to students becoming productive members of our global community. I Lead Kauai Charter 
School could provide such an opportunity for our families. It would be a mistake not to included it in 
the infrastructure of our island and larger department of education public school community. 

Paul Zina 

Hello,  

Unfortunately I can't make the meeting, I hope you have a large amount of people attend. I was born 
and raised on Kauai before I left for college on Oahu, right now I am finishing up my Masters in 
Counseling Psychology. I read the article in the Garden Island news paper pertaining the possibility 
of a new charter school. I got really excited when I read about iLEAD Kauai, I have worked with 
children as a summer school teacher, a tutor, and a baby sitter. One of the most important parts of 
child development is exploring creativity and not putting them into strict lesson plans before they are 
ready. 
I think sometimes schools lose focus on the fact that all children develop at different rates; and 
keeping them all to the same standards can make a child frustrated and develop problems within the 
class. With the growth of class sizes, it can be difficult for teachers to give enough individual 
attention to each student. This puts strain on the teacher as well, I think a new charter school could 
help in the sense that there would be more adult to student interaction (due to smaller class sizes) 
and it could also help open up new jobs. 
I'm not claiming to know everything about child development, I only know what I see and learn. 
Smaller classrooms and adult interaction help children to focus better, develop better and handle 
stress better as adults. 
I'm not saying anything bad about any of the other Kauai schools, every school I went to from 
elementary to high school were all great. I have nothing negative to say about the education and 
care I received from most of my teachers, however I don't feel I learned enough about college itself. I 
would be even more of an advocate for this new charter school if there would be a program 
implemented to focus on student loans, federal grants and scholarships (if there is a secondary 
level). 
But all in all, I think it could be beneficial to Kauai's community and economy. Creativity should be 
nurtured, and should not be suppressed, a lot of children learn more through hands on experiments 
than through text book lectures. I have a friend who went from a university with stadium seating and 
lectures to a smaller university with hands on activities and discussions; he claims he learned more 
in two years at his smaller university than he ever did in four years of his larger university. It really 
does make a difference.  

Keep me posted on the progress. 

Best of luck to you,  

Kristi 

Kristi 

When I read about ilead Kauai, I feel excited about the opportunity that my child would have in this 
educational status that ilead provides. My child is almost two years old, and I have recently been 
delving into looking at many different schools in which my child may enroll into shortly. I want a 



 

 

school that has a focus in real life and world skills. The thought of my child learning foreign 
languages and leadership skills at a young age sets this school apart from the others! I want my 
child to have a stellar education without breaking the bank too! I vote that we bring ilead and the 
curriculum that it has to offer. I cannot think of a better addition in education for the future leaders of 
this world and this island of Kauai!  

Thank you, Anna 

Anna Bazalar 

This is very exciting to hear about iLEAD Kauai and the opportunity for the parents to choose and 
have other options in education. It's sad to hear on what is being put in curriculum. My 5 children all 
went to Public school, and I their was trust and confidence in the  

P.S. 
Praying for this ILead Program to be here. 

cynthia Rabiina-Houck 

As an educator (Astronomy Resource Educator & Substitute Teacher on Kauai), I am very 
impressed by the iLEAD charter school proposed for Kauai. I recognize & appreciate the value of 
"Project Based Learning," & how it engages & inspires students to become lifelong learners. The 
proposed iLEAD program is well thought out, with research-based evidence that indicates this type 
of individualized, active, hands-on learning, is highly effective. Kauai desperately needs this exciting 
alternative to the current, often mundane local classroom environment, curriculum, experience. 

Most impressive, I find the iLEAD Mission Statement, Values, & Essential Terms which I believe are 
the keys to providing more relevant, interactive, joyful learning experiences.  

"We empower students to become conscientious, principled leaders and citizens of the world. Our 
programs cultivate creative thinking, by offering individualized instruction, active learning methods 
and opportunities for self-directed educational experiences." 

I fully support Deena Moraes & her team for the proposed iLEAD Kauai Charter School, and urge 
Hawaii State & Kauai County governments to approve & fund this charter as soon as possible. 
Please feel free to contact me for further testimonial. 

Rozlyn J. Reiner 
Astronomy Resource Educator 
Association Director, KEASA 
(Kauai Educational Association for Science & Astronomy) 

Rozlyn Reiner 

I support iLead Kauai charter school completely. I have an invested interest in the success of this 
school, I am not only the mother of Dawn Evensen , and have three grandchilden who live on Kauai 
they would benefit greatly in this charter school. I have lived on Kauai since 1990 and have worked 
as an Occupational Therapist and now own a business with my daughter Mindy Murray called Kauai 
In Home therapy. I have a grandson who is now having some difficulty with the structure of the 
school program , he is now a part of , this child who likes to take things apart to see how they work 
and is not interested in reading, so a project learning program would spark his interest. 

Arlene Baker OTR/L 



 

 

I support iLEAD Kauai because I like the idea for the option of having another option to send my 
child to a school other than the Hawaii State School. Not that I have much against the system, it's 
just that I would like other options to choose for my child a system of learning that would best 
support my child. I believe in the iLEAD curriculum because it not only teaches the child the 
important base of academics, but also gives an emphasis on other important life skills. In turn helps 
the child grow in their life-skills and self-esteem. We need a school like this on Kauai! Mahalo! 

Theresa Gonzales 

Aloha. 

My daughter is soon ready to start school, and looking in to current possibilities, I got frustrated. 

I felt that we need more possibilities here on Kauai, so I became very happy when I realized that 
iLEAD Kauai possibly will open a school here on Kauai. I think it is very needed. I support iLEAD 
educational perspectives and I hope that this school will open 2015. 

Kind regards 

Dan Knudsen 

Dan Knudsen 

To the State Charter School Commission: I support the iLEAD Kauai charter school. 
I think it is always good to have options in education as far as what type of school a parent wants 
their child to go to. Not all children learn the same way so having an alternative school which could 
meet the needs of that child would be wonderful. Deena is one that could bridge that gap. Deena is a 
focused educator and has always been creatively driven to succeed. I have known her since she 
was a young child. She was always full of love and had compassion for others. She shows those 
attributes as an adult. She inspires all those who come in contact with her. I wish her all the success 
in her endeavor to allow Kauai to have an alternative public education. 

Lois Inouye 

This sounds terrific! Kauai needs a school like iLEAD. 

Tracy Murakami 

I am thrilled for my family to have this educational opportunity here on Kauai. Our family had decided 
to home school after investigating the public and private schools on island. We support iLead Kauai 
school and hope to have our youngest child attend. The project based learning model appeals to me 
despite my traditional parochial schooling. Mahalo to the leadership team for working so hard to 
make this happen. 

Ann Williamson 

I truly hope that iLEAD charter school will open it's doors on Kauai! I am very excited to hear about 
the approach of teaching, and learning at i LEAD using critical thinking, collaboration and 
presentation in a way that allows children to learn and present with their own choices of creative 
expression. I wholeheartedly agree that more creativity needs to be allowed in childrens' school 
environments empowering them to be leaders, empowering them to use their individual talents and 
abilities while also being inspired and learning from their classmate's particular strengths. I feel 
certain that this school will provide an alternative approach to learning that will strengthen their 
confidence in the world after school. I know that this will be a nurturing and empowering learning 
environment that will prepare them well for a meaningful life path. Please support this school! We 



 

 

look forward to sending our kids here and are very hopeful. 
Thank you, 
Bonnie Rasmussen 

Bonnie Rasmussen 

I believe that having an iLead charter school on Kauai is a great idea. Many students 
/families need other alternatives to 
an education. "Traditional" schools are not for all students/families. I think if more people knew what 
iLead has to offer they'd be pretty amazed at this educational opportunity. I wish the group good luck 
in bringing this charter school to Kauai. 

Jill Chow 

To Hawaii State Charter School Commission: 
I am writing to let you know that I support iLead Kauai in their proposal to start a charter school on 
the island of Kauai. Learning about their approach to education and seeing their vision for our keiki 
would offer another way of teaching. Not all children learn the same way, so I believe this would 
meet a lot of needs that a traditional setting may not be able to supply. The goal is to educate and 
inspire kids to want to learn, so I am advocating that they be given a chance. My 3 children have 
been through the DOE system in Hawaii and are now in college. If there was a school like iLead 
back when my children going to school, I probably would have considered this type of school for my 
kids. I hope you will give iLead their opportunity and see the vision as a model for future possibilities 
for education. 

Tami Riley 

Finally iLEAD Kauai is a practical application oriented education curriculum. Visibly appreciated by 
the students of all grades definitely makes sense from a parent perspective. Educative for the 
educators themselves to keep it a fresh curriculum even 40 years down the road. Living education 
for an evolving human being and economy. brilliant. 

manuel fritzenwallner 

To the State Public Charter School Commission: 

iLEAD Kauai offers parents more choice in their child’s educational options. We are limited here, and 
more choice leads to more opportunity for growth and ultimately more success in life for our children. 
Its increasing more important for our kids to adapt and succeed in this global market. To do so they 
need an advantage, something that sets them apart, iLEAD is a great tool to achieve this. We owe it 
to our children to give them every advantage we can in life, to help insure their growth. To deny them 
that would be tragic and irresponsible. Wouldn’t you agree? 

iLEAD vision appeals to me for numerous reasons. Basically people tend to learn more when they 
have to engage their brains on an activity on more than one level. Project based learning does just 
that. It gets them interested on project and makes them work together to achieve a goal. Causing 
them to learn all the steps and techniques along the way, and the practical application of each step. 
This is very different than the traditional system, its much more engaging and activates the brain on 
many more levels. Not only to they learn it, they live it, they experience it, and ultimately they own it. 
How would your life have been different if you could have taken advantage of a philosophy like this 
in your education? Shouldn’t we all have this advantage? How would you feel? How do you think our 
children will feel, learning and experiencing the world in a way that teaches them to achieve their 
goals on a consistent basis? In essence we are teaching them how to succeed constantly. We aren’t 
just showing them how to sit quietly and listen. Which method do you feel is more beneficial? 



 

 

I personally will do what it takes to set my child up for success, and will continue to take part in her 
education and personal growth. This includes helping her with her school projects and insuring the 
success of what I feel is her best educational option. I intend to support iLEAD and its students and 
faculty in anyway possible. It is my belief that if you can engage the parents in their child’s education 
they will become more involved in it, and everyone knows that ultimately leads to their child’s 
success, wouldn’t you agree? iLEAD is a great tool for the success of our children and we all want 
our children to succeed. Its absolutely essential that we give them every opportunity in life to set 
them up to achieve their goals. Wouldn’t you agree that, when our children succeed, we succeed? 
We all need this.  

Thank you, 
Billy Magruder 

Billy Magruder 

I am very supportive of alternative education experiences for the kids of Kauai. The iLEAD Kauai 
program seems to be very well thought out and would be a good fit for the active lifestyle of 
Kauaians. 

Rob Balsom 

 
After listening to the iLead information meeting this evening, I am very encouraged for our 
communities direction in education. As a parent of 5 grown children and a formor Special Educaton 
Para Pro for 13 years, I believe that having a iLead Charter School on Kauai would be the key to 
rounding out the individual needs of all our keiki and their families. It would be one more vital 
rescource for indepth learning that will also focuse on the culture and principles of what it means to 
be Hawaiian, while becoming a successful leader for our next generation. We need to keep the 
excitment and joy of lifetime learning and problem solving alive and well for them as well as their 
teachers. It is the sign of a healthy community that we provide many ways and styles of teaching for 
all the varied styles of learning. What a great way to enhance and suport eachother in the years to 
come! 
The iLead concept is one i will happily suport! I am sending in my resume and cover letter and 
coming out of retirement to become part of this great team! If they will have me would be honored to 
help in anyway that is nesessary to suport this endevor. 
Marianne Buley 
Lihue 

Marianne Buley 

As a senior at Waimea High School, I believe that these younger generations deserve a more 
hands-on learning school. I have traveled several countries and learned more by DOING and 
SEEING then sitting in a dusty classroom reading about these things. Learning is about experience 
and not about listening. Traditional Public school is all about structure and memorization, and having 
an alternative school to help children learn in a freethinking, open, and personalized environment will 



 

 

not only help children learn, but create a WANT to learn. I know that the one thing that would have 
helped me going through school is experience, and I am excited to see a school like iLEAD Kauai 
that is focused on that come to Kauai! 

Aubrey Mixon 

I am a mother and teacher in the Kapaa area of Kauai. I was really excited to hear about the 
possibility of having a school like iLEAD Kauai on our island. Our island is really in need of this type 
of opportunity for our keiki.  

As a mother I want my daughter to have the opportunity to be a part of a learning environment where 
her natural leadership will be nurtured. I believe this type of school will not only strengthen her 
academically but socially as well.  

As a teacher, I see how my students get excited about learning when we have a chance to do 
something that is more project based in the classroom. However, there is so much emphasis on 
testing that students can be reduced to tears. I do not believe that this approach encourages a love 
of learning or fosters a spirit of life-long learning. Seeing the model that iLEAD can offer to our 
students is a great opportunity that our keiki can't afford to miss out on. 

Jennifer Veeck 

I fully support the approval of iLead Kauai! I am excited to see Kauai embracing such progressive 
ideas and I believe this school will bring wonderful possibilities to the keiki of this island. 
Every child is different and every child is special. I believe education should adapt to the child's 
needs. iLead Kauai will provide our diverse population of children with individualized inspiration to 
learn, thereby unlocking endless dreams and successes. 
Approval of iLead Kauai is important to me. I am happy to volunteer my time and contacts to help 
bring this opportunity to the children of Kauai. 

Amy Spindt 

Aloha 
My name is Rita Manderfeld and, I am a resident and registered voter of Kauai. I am also a mother 
of two young girls. 
I believe that Kauai needs alternative education options. I believe these options lead to more and 
better choices of schools. It will lesson the load on overcrowded public schools along with giving 
options to kids who have different learning styles. To have options for all kids to learn in the way that 
is best for them is very interesting to me. I believe this is the direction education should be going. 
I truly see the need and look forward to sending my girls to iLEAD Kauai school chapter Hawaii. 
Thank You 
Rita Manderfeld 

Rita Manderfeld 

I support iLead charter school. I really like the educational style of this type of school. I grew up on 
the island and attended many of the public schools here. I know what the schools have to offer and 
would love to support something that is different. I cannot afford the private school system, but would 
love for my children to get an alternative education. I believe in this type of school! Please support 
iLEAD Kauai and provide a wonderful opportunity for my children. 

Erin Gaines 



 

 

I am from Miami, where I teach at the University of Miami and carry out scientific research. However, 
I have seen three children through combinations of public and private schools, so I think I know the 
spectrum. I have attended a presentation on iLead Kauai schools, and have talked extensively with 
Deena Moraes, who is the prime mover for this school. We have especially talked about the science 
and math curri- 
cula for the new school. 

Project-based education is employed to a degree in both public and private schools, and in 
universities, but this program will carry it much further and exploit its full potential. Project-based 
management is a common, indeed customary, procedure in industry and large-scale scientific 
research. iLead will inculcate it at an early age among pupils, and then follow it through for a dozen 
years. Since I am a university educator, I have used or been part of project-based educational 
techniques for many years. 

I will say that students remember their projects far better and far more accurately than they do my 
lectures. At this juncture, I will also say that public schools in Hawaii need to explore this technique 
so that it may potentially be adapted generally throughout the school system. It will prepare students 
better for college and our changing work force, making them far more self reliant and able to present 
their ideas. It will spill over into their life as citizens, and eventually improve the economy of the 
State. 

Deena Moraes's background and experience are well suited to this initiative. From my conversations 
with her, I have found out how well she has taken initiatives in her own teaching, and in developing 
programs for her current school in Brazil. She understands the fundamental difference between 
linear classroom instruction - teacher in front to pupil at the desk - and what it takes to engage them 
to discover on their own, develop and discuss their own ideas, and, ultimately, both be able to 
present topics and help others learn about them. She works well with people, and is an excellent 
talent scout who will be able to develop an interactive and synergistic faculty. 

I can be reached for questions at the e-mail above and will be happy to elaborate my opinions. 

Yours sincerely, 

James H. Natland 

James H Natland 

Aloha, I am writing this letter of support for an iLead school Kauai on Kauai because I see a need for 
a reality based school that prepares children for life and the real world outside. Over the years I have 
spoken at most all public schools on Kauai. I have three children who have gone through the public 
education system on Kauai as well. As a Father, Pastor and a retired Police Commissioner on Kauai 
I have had a chance to have a hands on experience with our public schools. There are good ones 
and bad ones, as their are good teachers and administrators and ones who are lacking. More 
importantly and what cannot be overlooked is the curriculum and lack of quality scoring nation wide 
on our testing. I believe this is so because of "what" is being taught as opposed to the ability of the 
students. I believe all children have the ability to learn and excel if they are interested in the subject 
matter. iLead takes a practical approach to educating our children in life based learning that will help 
them in the real world. It gives them the skills they need to leave school and excel in the workforce 
and world outside their doors. This school would be a benefit to the our children on Kauai and I 
support this charter school and hope you will also. Aloha, Tom Iannucci Eleele Kauai 

Thomas M Iannucci 



 

 

 
I strongly support an iLead public charter school for my son’s future. He’s only one year old, but I 
already struggle to see any of my children in a traditional public school system. The education I 
would like to see them have is one that is based on the environment, nature, and social interaction. 
I’m very excited that iLead facilitates project-based learning and provides opportunity for children to 
envelope themselves in a subject. I want my children to have an education that they can apply in the 
real world. I want them to understand why they’re learning and to retain what they’re learning. I feel 
the education I received in a traditional public school was boring and moved from subject to subject 
too quickly, my favorite experiences and what I remember most today are the projects.  

I believe an education from iLead would provide a realistic transition to college and a successful 
career. Children who will be starting their education in the next few years would be graduating 
college in the 2030’s and the technology, styles, and life itself will be very different. Who knows what 
the hot careers will be then. What I can ask for with my children’s education today is that they learn 
the tools to work with what they have. To be forward-thinking, creative, and adaptable will be 
important lessons and I believe iLead can give them those. 

I urge the Hawaii state and Kauai county governments to financially support an iLead charter school 
on Kauai. I fear that I would not be able to afford the education I see them having, and a public iLead 
charter school would be a dream. To have students with this type of education will be to the benefit 
of a greater society. 

Jade Moss 

Jade Moss 

Kauai's children deserve every opportunity for success.  

The hands on approach that the iLEAD charter schools employ allows students to engage all of their 
senses in the learning experience. This creates learning experiences that are memorable, and 
children are more likely to grasp the material. 

So many of our children today have fragile self esteem, due to unstable home and family 
environments. The emphasis on confidence and leadership is so important for our youth. 

Creating additional options for students is an advantage to our entire island community.  

Thank you. 

Alida Toulon White 



 

 

 
To the State Public Charter School Commission: 

I support iLead charter school completely. I have lived on Kauai for over a decade, my husband 
since Iniki. I now have an almost 5 year old daughter that was born here and will be attending 
kindergarten this year. I can tell you from my heart the absolute number one worry I have had since 
she was a thought in my brain was schooling. I went to public school, most everyone I know went to 
public school and the thought of sending my malleable child into the traditional public school system 
terrifies me. I have worried over the pros with traditional public school, private, and homeschooling 
for years now. Frankly I’m unable to afford homeschooling or private at the moment and that breaks 
my heart. The largest reason homeschooling is appealing to me is being able to allow my child to 
learn through experience, doing not just reading and hoping to memorize. When my husband 
showed me the iLead site with a learning by doing system I was immediately entranced. This, this is 
what I wanted. This is what I needed for my child.  

During my traditional public high school career I signed up for a marine biology class thinking I would 
finally get to learn by doing and experiencing. I was mistaken, my teacher was so leery of the class 
and rumors that we spent every single day reading and taking notes in the class. Not a single day of 
actual study. And to tell you the truth I didn’t blame the teacher. I was in a class with 29 other 
students that had never learned to respect or rely on each other and surely not the teacher. That 
single class had the opportunity to change my life, but instead turned me away from the subject 
thinking it must be all study and boring. I believe that had my peers been taught from the start of 
their education how to learn by doing, relying on others, respect etc that we all would’ve been better 
off. The proposed iLead seems to wholeheartedly offer that. I wish I had been given this opportunity, 
but if not me at least my child. I want to give her the tools to succeed in “the real world” not just 
memorize and forget and I believe iLead offers this, not just offers but encourages. And it’s being 
offered as a free public school, how could this possibly be a better opportunity?  

I am willing to support iLead school in anyway I possibly can. Be it donating time, services or 
whatever. I need my daughter to have this chance and am incredibly thankful to the 
creators/supporters of iLead for making this a possibility. 

I thank you for your time, 

Tabetha Magruder  

Tabetha Magruder 

I would like to see the children of Kauai to be given the opportunity to have a choice on how they are 
going to be educated. The ILEAD approach is needed to give our future "leaders" of Kauai all the 
options in learning to be made available to them. 
Each child is unique and so is their home and cultural background. The intrinsic value of each child 
needs to be nurtured in real task learning to enhance the development to their fullest extent. 
Children learn when they are actively engaged and motivated to learn. This is achieved "project 
based learning" that ILEAD can offer. 
A teachers role is to provide a rich and diverse environment with many opportunities for exploration, 
investigation, formulating questions, and solving problems. The "hands-on projects" approach of 



 

 

ILEAD can develop curriculum to meet the developmental and educational needs of each unique 
child. 
I have known Deena Morales since her childhood, and I feel she possesses the leadership and 
educational skills needed to make this Charter School a reality for Kauai. The time is now. 
Sincerely, 
Maureen Hiramoto 

Maureen Hiramoto 

I have been a full time Kauai resident since 1999 and have a 4 ½ year old daughter. We are 
currently exploring school options for her Kindergarten and Elementary School and I am extremely 
discouraged by the lack of diversity in the choices available on Kauai. I am a graduate of Duke 
University (BA Economics, Class of 1989) and have had the opportunity in my life to be exposed to 
many different cultures and ways of doing things. I have traveled to over 60 countries, held an 
executive position in International Trade Finance, and completed post graduate studies in both 
natural medicine and leadership. The diversity of experiences to which I have been exposed so far in 
my life has allowed me the opportunity to grow and learn in many different ways; to understand 
perspectives that were initially very foreign to the ones with which I was raised, and the ability to 
comprehend and function effectively within the dynamic nature of the interconnected, global 
community of the 21st Century. 
When I look around at the education options available to my daughter and to the children of Kauai, I 
am saddened by the lack of growth potential available, the lack of leadership training and by the 
overall lack of opportunities that will be available to them after finishing their schooling on Kauai. 
After graduation, most students will be extremely limited in the economic opportunities available to 
them and that is a direct result of the current education system. 
iLead promotes a progressive vision of project based learning which inspires the creativity of 
imagination coupled with the pragmatism of real world boundary conditions. It is a vision that will 
create innovative business and employment opportunities for the next generation of Kauai youth 
entering their working years and give them a chance to keep their talent and ideas here on Kauai 
and to help our community grow in a positive way. With the lack of options currently available and a 
new, creative alternative on the table being sponsored by people with a strong commitment and 
ethical standard; why not give Kauai’s children another alternative? 
I request that you please support the iLead charter school and give Kauai’s children another 
alternative to prepare them for the future. 

Mahalo for your consideration 

Scott Silverston 

I support iLEAD Kauai 100%. I am a grandmother of two very bright children who will thrive in an 
educational system where children can be creative and engage in high level thinking skills. I am also 
excited that a school like this will prepare kids to be leaders and have the skills that they need to be 
successful inthe future. For a long time, life has looked a lot different than school but at iLEAD 
school looks like life ! 

Barbara natland 

We are retired educators who taught for a combined 60 years in elementary and middle school in a 
low socio-economic, small, rural town in Northern California. With family on Kauai, we have visited 
many times and realize that the educational environment is similar to our area. After familiarizing 
ourselves with the ILEAD program that Deena hopes to offer the children of Kauai, we wish that 
opportunity had been available for not only our own children, but the students in our area. In our 
changing world, education that teaches the whole child and develops positive self-esteem and 
leadership skills in all children is definitely necessary. We strongly urge you to consider offering the 



 

 

ILEAD opportunity to Kauai's children. It can only enhance the overall educational and socio-
economic climate of Kauai. We know that Deena, as a Kauai native, envisions this and is definitely 
the right person to make this happen.  

Sincerely, 
Mike and Nancy Develter 
Oroville, CA 

Nancy and Mike Develter 
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1 programs cuUivate creative thinking, by offering individualized insttDJctkm; active 
learning methods and opportunities for self-directed educational experiences. 

If approved as a public charter school, we will be able to offer this quality education 
to Kaua'i families for no cost To do so, we need your support. By signing below, 
you will be a part of making this vision a reality for the l<eiki of Kauaf. 

1 We, the undersigned, are citizen_s wh_? svpport iLEAD Kauai . 
-----~----·------' 



Petition summary and 
background 

Action petitioned for 

iLEAD Kauai is a proposed public Charter School for the island of KauoL Our school 
inspires lifelong learners wfth the skills to thrive in the 21st Century, w·e empower 
students to l.iecome conscientious, principled leaders and citizens of tlie world. Our 
programs cultivate creative thinking, by offering individualized irestructionfl active 
learning met·hods and opportunities for self-directed educational experiences. 

If approved as a public charter school, we will be able to offer this quality education 
to Kaua'i families for no cost. To do so, we need your support. By signing below, 
you will be a part of making this vision a reality for the keiki of Kauai. 
We, the undersigned, are citizens who support iLEAD Kauai 
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